
 
 
The cheaper availability of international transport means that more people are able to travel abroad these days. It is claimed that this is improving 
understanding among the world’s population.  
 

However, others believe it is better to use mass media to find out about more about the world.  
 
Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

 

 
Your original answer 
 

Traveling abroad nowadays is easier and cheaper than ever before. This is due to affordability of the international transport. While 
traveling around the world can increase the understanding of a different culture, some people prefer referring to mass media 
resources to learn about foreign countries. I firmly believe that there is no better way to find out more about the unknown places 
than travelling there. 

The rapid development of international transport has created a competitive price and now allows people to be able to travel abroad. 
Consequently, cultures are melting and the world is becoming "a huge village". People from various cultures, backgrounds, races 
interact continuously. For the past seven years I have travelled more around Asia than I have done a decade ago because of 
cheap flight tickets to Asian countries. Myself, as an expat in China, for example, living in this country has changed deeply my 
understanding of Chinese and Chinese culture. The way I perceived China before coming here has changed drastically and in a 
positive way indeed. 
  
Despite the above arguments some people believe that mass media is a solid platform for acquiring knowledge about the world. 
The availability of the Internet resources and TV programs makes the access to the necessary information fast and convenient. 
Meanwhile, the information from the World Wide Web might not always be correct. It leads to the wrong perception and false 
conclusions of another culture. The Olympic Games in Sochi in 2014 demonstrated that media can be just a political tool to 
undermine the country. Thus, we can not rely only on media because sometimes it is not trustworthy. 
In conclusion, while both views are commonly held in the society, I believe that seeing is believing. Since the media can be a 
source of fake information, travelling, in my opinion, is the best way to discover and understand the world. 
 

 



 
Your corrected answer 
 

Traveling abroad nowadays is easier and cheaper than ever before. This is due to the affordability of the international transport. 
While traveling around the world can increase the understanding of a different culture, some people prefer referring to mass media 
resources to learn about foreign countries. I firmly believe that there is no better way to find out more about the unknown places 
than travelling there. 

The rapid development of international transport has created a competitive price market and now allows more people to be able to 
travel abroad. Consequently, cultures are melting merging? and the world is becoming "a huge village". People from various 
cultures, backgrounds, and races interact continuously. For the past seven years I have travelled more around Asia than I have 
done in a decade ago because of cheap flight tickets to Asian countries. Myself, aAs an expat in China, myself, for example, living 
in this country has deeply changed deeply my understanding of Chinese and Chinese culture. The way I perceived China before 
coming here has changed drastically and in a positive way indeed. 
  
Despite the above arguments some people believe that mass media is a solid platform for acquiring knowledge about the world. 
The availability of the Internet resources and TV programs makes the access to the necessary information fast and convenient. 
Meanwhile However, the information from the World Wide Web might not always be correct. It leads to the wrong perception and 
false conclusions of another culture. The Olympic Games in Sochi in 2014 demonstrated that media can be just a political tool to 
undermine the country. Thus, we cannot (1 word) rely only on media because sometimes it is not trustworthy. 
 
New paragraph In conclusion, while both views are commonly held in the society, I believe that seeing is believing. Since the media 
can be a source of fake information, travelling, in my opinion, is the best way to discover and understand the world. 
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Marking Key 
 
 

Writing  
Criteria Descriptor S G VG Ex Areas to Improve / Further practice 

Task  
Response  

the extent to which your ideas 
are relevant, developed and 
supported 

    
 
This is a good response and you present relevant ideas 
and supporting examples. Your arguments are logical 
and there is overall progression in the response. Your 
own view is very well-expressed. 

the extent to which your 
position is clear and effective.     

 
Coherence  
and 
Cohesion 

 
how well the information and 
ideas are organised      

 

Your work is clearly organised into paragraphs and you 
have included a good range of linking devices to make 
your essay cohesive and your ideas flow. 

Your introduction leads the reader into the topic area 
and you round off with an excellent conclusion. 

how well the information is 
linked  

  

 

 
 

Lexical  
Resource 

the range of vocabulary used 
and how accurately it is used 

  

 

 

 

 

 
You have attempted to use a wide range of vocabulary 
and less common expressions. Make sure you know 
precisely what the expression means before using it in 
an essay. 
 

how appropriate the 
vocabulary is for the task    

 
 

5-5.5 = Satisfactory 6-6.5 = Good 7-7.5 = Very Good 8-8.5 = Excellent 



Grammatical 
Range and 
Accuracy 

the range of structures used 
and how accurately it is used  

  
 

 

 

Grammar shows a range of structures. Try to 

check to eliminate small errors and review use of 

articles: 

https://www.ipassielts.com/toolkit/grammar-articles how appropriate the structures 
are for the task  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Overall marker’s comment 

This was a good essay which addressed the requirements of the task and strongly presented the 
writer’s point of view. Work on greater grammatical accuracy to lift your band score in this area. 

 
 
 
SAMPLE ANSWER – LOWER (313 words) 
 

There are two views presented here. There are things to say in favour and against both of them. 
 
On the one hand, there is the rise of international travel. Many countries these days have one or more cheap airlines. It means you 
can fly to another country for quite a cheap price. This price is often less than the price for a train ticket or a coach ticket, and, of 
course, a plane is a very quick way to travel to another country. Therefore, many people are going to several countries, and visiting 
cities or the coast or going skiing and other activities. 
 
In some ways, we can say that this is a positive development. If people from different countries meet each other, they usually 
realise everybody is the same really. So this makes understanding better among the world’s population. 
 
But in other ways, it doesn’t mean very much. Often, people go on a cheap flight and then they stay in a hotel with other foreign 
visitors for a few days and then they go home. It doesn’t really improve understanding. However, it causes a lot of pollution. 
People can feel this kind of cheap travel is another form of consumerism. It is true, maybe. So then they say you should use mass 
media to find out about the world. In some ways, we can say this is true. But mass media is another form of consumerism, too. If I 
watch cable TV at home by myself, I don’t know if I will improve my understanding of the world really. 

https://www.ipassielts.com/toolkit/grammar-articles


In conclusion, I think that travel is a positive experience if you spend enough time. I don’t agree with the people who go to a city for 
a few days and say they are travelling. So I hope to finish my studies soon and go travelling around the world to find out more. 

 
 
TUTOR’S COMMENTS 
 

This is a satisfactory answer. It definitely addresses the question. Linking devices are used, and there is clear paragraphing to help 
the reader follow the arguments presented. The required aspects of the topic are discussed, in turn, and there is a clear opinion 
from the writer. There is some range of structure and vocabulary. 
 

 
 
SAMPLE ANSWER – HIGHER (339 words) 
 

This topic is concerned with the relationship of travel and understanding. There is a saying that travel broadens the mind. I believe 
this to be true, but that’s not to say that there are not other ways we can also increase our knowledge of the world. 
 
Some years ago, air travel was very expensive, and limited to rich people and business people. If you wanted to go somewhere by 
plane for a holiday, you needed to save up a lot of money, whereas nowadays, travelling abroad is much more accessible. The 
result is that some destinations, for example Prague, now receive many more visitors. The important question is, what do you learn 
about the world when you go to Prague? It is certainly a beautiful historic city, with famous monuments and museums, but it is also 
overcrowded with tourists, so do we really improve our understanding of the local culture by visiting there? Perhaps a longer stay is 
necessary which involves real interaction with the native people of that country. 
 
With regard to those who are unable to travel, other ways of learning about the world, such as mass media, are also valid. For 
example, if you see pictures of terrible problems such as drought or civil war, on television, then you are finding out about global 
issues. Similarly, you can conduct research about different places on the internet. But can we really have the same experience from 
our armchairs? I think this depends on whether we think travel as a way to broaden our mind is about physically moving one place 
to another or simply about getting information about different places. 
 
In my opinion, watching a documentary about Prague will not increase my understanding of the world’s population, although it 
might increase my interest to go there. For a more complete education, I feel I would need to spend sufficient time in the city itself, 
not just as a tourist, but making an effort to interact with the local people to really learn about their way of life.  



 
EXAMINER COMMENTS 
 

This is a strong answer. The different stages of the question are fully and effectively addressed, providing the reader with a clear 
and interesting line of argument. The logically ordered paragraphs are effectively held together with a very good range of language. 
The specific example of Prague is helpful to pin down the ideas. 
 

 
 
WRITING TIPS 

 
➢ You are of course free to present whatever opinion you have. Make sure, however, that you base what you write on the 

question – do not write some ‘prepared’ essay about the general topic of travel or transport. 
 

➢ Think carefully about the structure of your essay. Plan to write perhaps half a dozen paragraphs, each one with a clear 
focus, so that the reader will be able to follow easily what you want to say. 

 
➢ Make sure that you link the paragraphs together using linking devices and suitable vocabulary. 

 
➢ The statement in the question consists of three sentences, and these contain several steps or points. After an introduction, 

you could address each of these points in turn as the basis of your paragraphs. 
 

➢ It is possibly sensible to refer to one or more specific countries or cities, in order to make your ideas more accessible. 
 
 
 


